
T
H

E
 A

F
T

E
R

-M
AY

 1
S

T
 C

O
V

ID
-1

9 
S

T
U

D
Y

M
AY

 1
4,

 2
02

0

Se
n

io
r 

Fa
ll

 D
ec

is
io

n



2
C

A
R

N
E

G
IE

 D
A

R
T

LE
T

 C
O

V
ID

-1
9 

S
E

N
IO

R
 F

A
LL

 D
E

C
IS

IO
N

Pr
os

pe
ct

iv
e 

co
lle

ge
 s

tu
de

nt
s 

ar
e 

na
vi

ga
ti

ng
 a

 c
om

pl
ic

at
ed

 s
it

ua
ti

on
 

th
is

 s
pr

in
g.

 M
as

s 
un

em
pl

oy
m

en
t,

 h
ig

h 
le

ve
ls

 o
f u

nc
er

ta
in

ty
, 

lo
ck

do
w

ns
, a

nd
 th

e 
st

ru
gg

le
s 

of
 o

nl
in

e 
co

ur
se

s 
al

l l
oo

m
 w

hi
le

 

pi
vo

ta
l l

if
e 

m
om

en
ts

 li
ke

 g
ra

du
at

io
n 

an
d 

pr
om

 s
lip

 a
w

ay
.

A
nd

 y
et

, s
tu

de
nt

s 
pe

rs
is

t.
 

C
ar

ne
gi

e 
D

ar
tl

et
 re

co
gn

iz
es

 th
e 

pa
in

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
ar

e 
in

 a
nd

 h
ow

 th
at

 

w
ill

 b
e 

fe
lt

 in
 th

e 
hi

gh
er

 e
du

ca
ti

on
 in

du
st

ry
. T

hi
s 

re
po

rt
 c

ov
er

s 

th
e 

re
su

lt
s 

of
 t

w
o 

su
rv

ey
s 

of
 c

ur
re

nt
 h

ig
h 

sc
ho

ol
 s

en
io

rs
. S

om
e 

of
 th

e 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
is

 s
ur

pr
is

in
g.

 O
th

er
s 

m
ay

 c
ha

ng
e 

st
ra

te
gi

es
 o

r 

of
fe

r h
op

e.
 W

ha
t i

s 
ap

pa
re

nt
 im

m
ed

ia
te

ly
 is

 th
at

 it
’s

 a
 g

oo
d 

ti
m

e 
to

 

br
ea

th
e.

 H
op

e 
is

 n
ot

 lo
st

. 

ST
UD

EN
TS

 A
RE

 R
EA

DY
  

FO
R 

TH
IS

 C
HA

LL
EN

GE
. 

YO
U 

SH
OU

LD
 B

E 
TO

O.

T
he

 la
te

st
 w

or
d 

 
in

 s
en

io
r 

re
sp

on
se

 
B

a
se

d 
on

 t
w

o 
co

ng
ru

en
t 

st
ud

ie
s—

th
e 

m
os

t 
re

ce
nt

 b
ei

ng
 c

on
du

ct
ed

 a
ft

er
 t

he
 

M
ay

 1
 d

ea
dl

in
e—

w
e 

ar
e 

pl
ea

se
d 

to
 o

ff
er

 y
ou

 n
ew

 in
si

gh
t 

in
to

 t
he

 m
in

d
s 

of
 

co
ll

eg
e-

bo
un

d 
hi

gh
 s

ch
oo

l s
en

io
rs

. 
B

ot
to

m
 li

ne
: 

st
ud

en
ts

 a
re

 d
et

er
m

in
ed

 t
o 

go
 

ba
ck

 t
o 

sc
ho

ol
; 

it
’s

 ju
st

 a
 m

at
te

r 
of

 “
ho

w
.”



C
A

R
N

E
G

IE
 D

A
R

T
LE

T
 C

O
V

ID
-1

9 
S

E
N

IO
R

 F
A

LL
 D

E
C

IS
IO

N

3

O
F

 S
T

U
D

E
N

T
S

 H
A

V
E

 
P

L
A

N
S

 T
O

 D
E

L
A

Y
 

P
R

E
S

E
N

T
L

Y

2%
on

ly

W
IL

L
 N

O
T

 D
E

L
A

Y
 

U
N

D
E

R
 A

N
Y

 
C

IR
C

U
M

S
T

A
N

C
E

42
%

HOPE IS NOT LOST



4
C

A
R

N
E

G
IE

 D
A

R
T

LE
T

 C
O

V
ID

-1
9 

S
E

N
IO

R
 F

A
LL

 D
E

C
IS

IO
N

In
 th

e 
si

x 
w

ee
ks

 b
et

w
ee

n 
su

rv
ey

s,
 th

e 
co

nc
er

n 
pr

os
pe

ct
s 

ha
ve

 a
bo

ut
 C

O
VI

D
-1

9 
ne

ga
ti

ve
ly

 

im
pa

ct
in

g 
th

ei
r e

du
ca

ti
on

 in
cr

ea
se

d 
si

gn
if

ic
an

tl
y.

 A
bo

ut
 th

re
e 

in
 fi

ve
 re

sp
on

de
nt

s 
sa

id
 

th
ey

 h
ad

 “a
 lo

t”
 o

f c
on

ce
rn

 o
r w

or
se

, w
hi

le
 in

 M
ar

ch
 th

at
 n

um
be

r w
as

 a
ro

un
d 

on
e 

in
 tw

o.
 

Ad
di

ti
on

al
ly

, t
he

 n
um

be
r o

f s
tu

de
nt

s 
w

ho
 s

ai
d 

th
ey

 h
ad

 li
tt

le
 o

r n
o 

co
nc

er
n 

ab
ou

t C
O

VI
D

-1
9 

dr
op

pe
d 

fr
om

 16
%

 to
 9

%
. I

m
po

rt
an

tl
y,

 c
on

ce
rn

 ro
se

 in
 a

lm
os

t e
ve

ry
 d

em
og

ra
ph

ic
 g

ro
up

 e
xc

ep
t 

fo
r h

is
to

ri
ca

lly
 u

nd
er

re
pr

es
en

te
d 

po
pu

la
ti

on
s 

w
ho

 h
ad

 g
re

at
er

 c
on

ce
rn

 in
 M

ar
ch

 th
at

 s
ta

ye
d 

m
or

e 
co

ns
is

te
nt

 in
to

 M
ay

.

D
es

pi
te

 th
is

 s
hi

ft
, s

tu
de

nt
s 

ar
e 

ho
ld

in
g 

st
ro

ng
 to

 th
ei

r p
la

nn
ed

 e
du

ca
ti

on
al

 jo
ur

ne
y.

 In
te

nt
 to

 

de
la

y 
di

d 
no

t i
nc

re
as

e 
fr

om
 M

ar
ch

 to
 M

ay
, a

nd
 in

 s
om

e 
gr

ou
ps

 a
ct

ua
lly

 d
ro

pp
ed

 s
lig

ht
ly

. T
hi

s 

ca
n 

be
 a

tt
ri

bu
te

d 
at

 le
as

t p
ar

ti
al

ly
 to

 th
e 

st
ud

en
ts

 w
ho

 m
ad

e 
co

m
m

it
m

en
ts

 b
y 

M
ay

 1 
fe

el
in

g 

gr
ea

te
r c

on
fi

de
nc

e 
in

 th
ei

r c
ho

ic
e 

th
an

 in
 M

ar
ch

 w
he

n 
th

er
e 

w
as

 g
re

at
er

 u
nc

er
ta

in
ty

. S
ti

ll,
 th

is
 

fa
ct

 s
ug

ge
st

s 
th

at
 w

hi
le

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
m

ay
 b

e 
m

or
e 

ca
re

fu
l a

nd
 d

is
ce

rn
in

g 
ab

ou
t t

he
 o

ut
br

ea
k,

 

th
ey

 a
re

 n
ot

 re
ad

y 
to

 d
ro

p 
th

ei
r p

la
ns

. O
nl

y 
2%

 o
f s

tu
de

nt
s 

ha
ve

 p
la

ns
 to

 d
el

ay
 p

re
se

nt
ly

, a
nd

 

42
%

 w
ill

 n
ot

 d
el

ay
 u

nd
er

 a
ny

 c
ir

cu
m

st
an

ce
 (u

p 
fr

om
 3

4%
 in

 M
ar

ch
).

W
hi

le
 c

on
ce

rn
 h

as
 r

is
en

,  
st

ud
en

t d
et

er
m

in
at

io
n 

ho
ld

s
CO

N
CE

RN
 A

N
D 

DE
LA

Y 
(5

-P
OI

N
T 

SC
AL

E)

3.
75

3.
5

3.
25

M
AR

CH
M

AY

CO
N

CE
RN

2.
25

2 1.7
5

M
AR

CH
M

AY

DE
LA

Y

ST
UD

EN
TS

 A
RE

 H
OL

DI
N

G 
ST

RO
N

G 
TO

 
TH

EI
R 

PL
AN

N
ED

 E
DU

CA
TI

ON
AL

 J
OU

RN
EY



5
C

A
R

N
E

G
IE

 D
A

R
T

LE
T

 C
O

V
ID

-1
9 

S
E

N
IO

R
 F

A
LL

 D
E

C
IS

IO
N95
%

HO
W

EV
ER

, 
TI

M
IN

G 
OF

 D
EC

IS
IO

N
S 

IS
 K

EY
. 

TH
E 

LA
TE

R 
AN

 I
N

ST
IT

UT
IO

N
 W

AI
TS

 T
O 

M
AK

E 
TH

EI
R 

FA
LL

 D
EC

IS
IO

N
, 

TH
E 

M
OR

E 
AP

PR
EH

EN
SI

ON
 S

TU
DE

N
TS

 H
AV

E.

A 
CA

M
PU

S 
TH

AT
 P

HY
SI

CA
LL

Y 
OP

EN
S 

W
IT

H 
SI

M
PL

E 
SO

CI
AL

 D
IS

TA
NC

IN
G 

M
EA

SU
RE

S 
IS

 L
IK

EL
Y 

TO
 R

ET
AI

N 
95

%
 O

F 
TH

EI
R 

CO
M

M
IT

M
EN

TS



6
C

A
R

N
E

G
IE

 D
A

R
T

LE
T

 C
O

V
ID

-1
9 

S
E

N
IO

R
 F

A
LL

 D
E

C
IS

IO
N

33
%

 o
f 

st
ud

en
ts

m
ay

 d
ef

er
 o

r 
ca

nc
el

if
 c

la
ss

es
 g

o 
fu

lly
 o

n
li

ne
W

hi
le

 th
e 

da
ta

 s
ug

ge
st

s 
th

at
 fe

w
 s

tu
de

nt
s 

ar
e 

op
ti

ng
 to

 d
el

ay
, p

re
se

nt
in

g 
fa

ll 
fo

rm
at

 s
ce

na
ri

os
 re

ve
al

s 
th

e 
tr

ut
h 

ab
ou

t d
ef

er
ra

ls
: 

st
ud

en
ts

 a
re

 m
or

e 
lik

el
y 

to
 d

el
ay

 if
 o

nl
in

e 
cl

as
se

s 
be

co
m

e 
th

e 
no

rm
. A

bo
ut

 o
ne

 in
 t

hr
ee

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
is

 w
ill

in
g 

to
 d

ef
er

 o
r 

ca
nc

el
 

th
ei

r 
fa

ll 
se

m
es

te
r 

if
 s

ch
oo

ls
 g

o 
to

ta
lly

 o
nl

in
e

. 
H

o
w

e
v

e
r,

 s
im

p
le

r 
s

o
lu

ti
o

n
s

—
li

k
e

 v
ir

tu
a

l o
p

ti
o

n
s

 f
o

r 
la

rg
e

r 
le

c
tu

re
 c

la
s

s
e

s
 w

h
il

e
 

c
a

m
p

u
s

 o
p

e
n

s
 o

r 
s

o
c

ia
l d

is
ta

n
c

in
g

 w
it

h
 a

 r
e

tu
rn

 i
n

 t
h

e
 f

a
ll

—
s

c
o

re
 m

u
c

h
 h

ig
h

e
r.



7
C

A
R

N
E

G
IE

 D
A

R
T

LE
T

 C
O

V
ID

-1
9 

S
E

N
IO

R
 F

A
LL

 D
E

C
IS

IO
N

A
lt

ho
ug

h 
m

an
y 

st
ud

en
ts

 h
av

e 
al

re
ad

y 
co

m
m

it
te

d 
to

 a
 s

ch
oo

l, 
th

e 
un

pr
ec

ed
en

te
d 

CO
VI

D
-1

9 

si
tu

at
io

n 
ra

is
es

 th
e 

qu
es

ti
on

 o
f h

ow
 m

an
y 

w
ill

 k
ee

p 
th

os
e 

co
m

m
it

m
en

ts
 th

ro
ug

h 
to

 fa
ll.

 

W
hi

le
 th

e 
de

la
y 

to
 e

du
ca

ti
on

 re
su

lt
 s

ug
ge

st
s 

fe
w

 a
re

 s
lo

w
in

g 
do

w
n,

 p
re

se
nt

in
g 

fa
ll 

fo
rm

at
 

sc
en

ar
io

s 
re

ve
al

s 
th

e 
tr

ut
h 

ab
ou

t d
ef

er
ra

ls
: s

tu
d

e
n

ts
 a

re
 m

o
re

 li
k

e
ly

 t
o

 d
e

la
y 

if
 o

n
li

n
e

 

c
la

s
s

e
s 

b
e

c
o

m
e

 t
h

e
 n

o
rm

. A
b

o
u

t 
o

n
e

 in
 t

h
re

e
 s

tu
d

e
n

ts
 is

 w
il

li
n

g
 t

o
 d

e
fe

r 
o

r 
c

a
n

c
e

l t
h

e
ir

 

fa
ll

 s
e

m
e

s
te

r 
if

 s
c

h
o

o
ls

 g
o

 t
o

ta
ll

y 
o

n
li

n
e

. H
ow

ev
er

, s
im

pl
er

 s
ol

ut
io

ns
—

lik
e 

vi
rt

ua
l o

pt
io

ns
 fo

r 

la
rg

er
 le

ct
ur

e 
cl

as
se

s 
w

hi
le

 c
am

pu
s 

op
en

s 
or

 s
oc

ia
l d

is
ta

nc
in

g 
w

it
h 

a 
re

tu
rn

 in
 th

e 
fa

ll—
sc

or
e 

m
uc

h 
hi

gh
er

. T
hi

s 
su

gg
es

ts
 th

at
 m

el
t m

ay
 b

e 
le

ss
 o

f a
 c

on
ce

rn
 th

an
 s

om
e 

ot
he

r a
la

rm
is

t 

st
ud

ie
s 

su
gg

es
t.

 In
 fa

ct
, a

 c
am

pu
s 

op
en

in
g 

w
it

h 

si
m

pl
e 

so
ci

al
 d

is
ta

nc
in

g 
is

 li
ke

ly
 to

 re
ta

in
 9

5%
 o

f 

th
ei

r c
om

m
it

m
en

ts
. H

ow
ev

er
, t

im
in

g 
of

 d
ec

is
io

ns
 is

 

ke
y.

 T
he

 la
te

r a
n 

in
st

it
ut

io
n 

w
ai

ts
 to

 m
ak

e 
th

ei
r f

al
l 

de
ci

si
on

, t
he

 m
or

e 
ap

pr
eh

en
si

on
 s

tu
de

nt
s 

ha
ve

.

O
f n

ot
e,

 lo
w

er
 S

E
S 

pr
os

pe
ct

s 
w

er
e 

m
or

e 
lik

el
y 

to
 d

el
ay

 o
r c

an
ce

l r
eg

ar
dl

es
s 

of
 s

ol
ut

io
n.

 W
hi

te
 p

ro
sp

ec
ts

 a
re

 m
or

e 
lik

el
y 

to
 d

el
ay

 in
 t

he
 

on
lin

e 
si

tu
at

io
ns

 b
ut

 le
ss

 li
ke

ly
 to

 d
el

ay
 w

it
h 

an
 o

pe
n 

ca
m

pu
s.

 C
om

m
un

it
y 

co
lle

ge
s 

m
ay

 

al
so

 e
xp

er
ie

nc
e 

a 
cr

os
s-

di
re

ct
io

na
l f

lo
w

. W
hi

le
 m

an
y 

of
 t

he
 u

su
al

 c
om

m
un

it
y 

co
lle

ge
 

au
di

en
ce

s 
ar

e 
ch

oo
si

ng
 to

 w
ai

t,
 s

om
e 

of
 t

ho
se

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
w

ho
 w

ou
ld

 n
or

m
al

ly
 a

tt
en

d 
a 

fo
ur

-y
ea

r i
ns

ti
tu

ti
on

 m
ay

 f
ill

 in
 t

ho
se

 o
pe

n 
sp

ot
s.

 O
nl

in
e 

cl
as

sw
or

k 
al

so
 a

ff
ec

ts
 c

om
m

un
it

y 

co
lle

ge
 a

ud
ie

nc
es

 t
he

 le
as

t,
 a

s 
m

an
y 

al
re

ad
y 

ha
ve

 it
 a

s 
a 

pr
im

ar
y 

op
ti

on
.

Fa
ll 

Sc
en

ar
io

s 
an

d 
C

om
m

it
m

en
t M

el
t

CO
M

M
IT

TE
D 

ST
UD

EN
T 

CO
UR

SE
 O

F 
AC

TI
ON

 B
AS

ED
 O

N
 S

CE
N

AR
IO

S

0%10
%

20
%

30
%

40
%

50
%

60
%

70
%

80
%

90
%

10
0% Ca

m
pu

s 
op

en
s 

as
 

us
ua

l, 
no

 C
OV

ID
-1

9 
ad

ju
st

m
en

ts

Ca
m

pu
s 

op
en

s 
w

ith
 

so
ci

al
 d

is
ta

nc
in

g
Ca

m
pu

s 
op

en
s 

w
ith

 
so

m
e 

vi
rt

ua
l c

ou
rs

es
 

an
d 

ev
en

ts

On
lin

e 
co

ur
se

s 
un

til
 

ca
m

pu
s 

op
en

s 
on

 
ĮĨ
ÐÆ
ðť
ÐÌ
�Ì
Ĵ
Ð

On
lin

e 
co

ur
se

s 
un

til
 

ca
m

pu
s 

op
en

s 
on

 
ķĊ
ĮĨ
ÐÆ
ðť
ÐÌ
�Ì
Ĵ
Ð

Co
m

pl
et

el
y 

on
lin

e 
fo

rm
at

 fo
r f

al
l 

qu
ar

te
r/

se
m

es
te

r

Sc
ho

ol
 d

oe
s 

no
t 

an
no

un
ce

 a
 d

ec
is

io
n 

un
til

 m
on

th
 o

f s
ta

rt

AT
TE

ND
S 

NO
RM

AL
LY

CA
NC

EL
, C

OM
MI

T 
EL

SE
W

HE
RE

AT
TE

ND
S,

 N
EE

DS
 S

UP
PO

RT

CA
NC

EL
 A

ND
 W

AI
T

SE
ME

ST
ER

 D
EF

ER
RA

L

CA
NC

EL
 C

OL
LE

GE
 P

LA
NS

 E
NT

IR
EL

Y

YE
AR

 D
EF

ER
RA

L

A
ro

un
d

 3
3%

 o
f 

st
ud

en
ts

 
w

il
l c

an
ce

l,
 w

ai
t,

 o
r 

de
fe

r 
if

 c
la

ss
es

 g
o 

co
m

pl
et

el
y 

on
li

ne
 in

 t
he

 fa
ll.



8
C

A
R

N
E

G
IE

 D
A

R
T

LE
T

 C
O

V
ID

-1
9 

S
E

N
IO

R
 F

A
LL

 D
E

C
IS

IO
N

Fo
r s

tu
de

nt
s 

ye
t t

o 
co

m
m

it
 to

 a
 s

ch
oo

l, 
ha

vi
ng

 a
 fa

ll 
pl

an
 in

 p
la

ce
 h

as
 b

ee
n 

sh
ow

n 
to

 b
e 

hi
gh

ly
 v

al
ue

d 
in

 o
th

er
 C

ar
ne

gi
e 

D
ar

tl
et

 re
se

ar
ch

 s
tu

di
es

. A
ft

er
 th

e 
M

ay
 1 

de
ad

lin
e,

 w
e 

as
ke

d 

th
os

e 
w

ho
 w

er
e 

st
ill

 u
nc

om
m

it
te

d 
ho

w
 e

ac
h 

sc
en

ar
io

 w
ou

ld
 in

fl
ue

nc
e 

th
ei

r l
ik

el
ih

oo
d 

to
 

se
le

ct
 a

 s
ch

oo
l. 

Th
e 

on
ly

 t
w

o 
op

ti
on

s 
w

it
h 

a 
re

su
lt

 a
ve

ra
gi

ng
 a

bo
ve

 a
 n

eu
tr

al
 s

co
re

 w
er

e 
an

 

op
en

 c
am

pu
s 

w
it

h 
so

ci
al

 d
is

ta
nc

in
g 

an
d 

an
 o

pe
n 

ca
m

pu
s 

w
it

h 
so

m
e 

vi
rt

ua
l o

pt
io

ns
 fo

r l
ar

ge
 

le
ct

ur
e 

co
ur

se
s.

 M
o

re
 t

h
a

n
 h

a
lf

 o
f 

s
tu

d
e

n
ts

 

s
a

id
 t

h
e

ir
 li

k
e

li
h

o
o

d
 t

o
 c

o
m

m
it

 t
o

 a
 s

c
h

o
o

l 

w
o

u
ld

 d
ro

p
 i

f 
th

e
 s

c
h

o
o

l w
e

n
t 

e
n
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 c
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 c
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 d
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 p
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 m
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em

ai
ni

ng
 

un
co

m
m

it
te

d 
st

ud
en

ts
 if

 t
he

y 
sh

if
t c
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at
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 c
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f d
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 c
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 m
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 p
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 o
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r p
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 p
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 c
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 t
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 c
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t d

if
fe

r m
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https://www.carnegiedartlet.com/media/uploads/covid_followuptables.pdf
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