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Provost Carbajal

Office of the Provost

Western Washington University
516 High Street, MS9033
Bellingham, WA 98225-9033

Dear Provost Carbajal and Dr. Spratlen,

I would like to provide a status update for the 2016 Thaddeus Spratlen and Lois Price-Spratlen
Inclusion and Diversity Grant Award #1001365, “Social Network Analysis of Informal
Mentoring Among Underrepresented Students and Faculty at WWU”.

Galen Herz (undergraduate co-PI) and I had productive spring, summer and fall quarters. Spring
quarter we attended a social networking methods workshop sponsored by National Science
Foundation at the annual meeting of the American Anthropology Association. This was the first
conference Mr. Herz attended and he was thrilled to participate and meet several of the original
innovators of social networking methodologies. Summer quarter we focused on developing and
testing a methodology that would adequately capture mentoring practices on campus. We
enhanced our mixed-methods approach and are now using (1) a respondent-driven web/phone
survey where students refer other students, (2) a campus-based social network analysis of the
responses, and (3) in-depth interviews with participants to capture personal narratives and
experiences. We received IRB approval late in Fall quarter and launched the survey January of

2017.

In addition to more accurate data collection, the enhanced methodological approaches provide an
opportunity to train and engage other underrepresented students, and this fall I invited two
additional students from my lab to join the research team: Ms. Yomalli Contreras-Ortiz and Ms.

Bryn Knapp.
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Ms. Contreras-Ortiz, a Latina majoring in anthropology, is assisting with interviews, qualitative
analysis, and data management. Ms. Knapp, a psychology major, is assisting with promotion of
the study and innovative ways to visually present findings. While I am unable to pay them
directly from the grant, I was able to bring Ms. Contreras-Ortiz onboard as a work-study

employee and Ms. Knapp as an independent study student earning course credit.

We expect to finish data collection this quarter and anticipate submitting a manuscript with
findings by the end of spring quarter. We also hope to secure conference funding so that the
entire team may present findings at the annual meeting of the American Anthropology

Association, held next November in Washington, D.C.

This undergraduate focused training, research and mentorship would not be possible without the
support of the Thaddeus Spratlen and Lois Price-Spratlen Inclusion and Diversity Grant. Please
do not hesitate to contact me should you require any additional information. I look forward to

sharing findings this spring.

Regards,

Sean P. Bruna, PhD.

Assistant Professor

Department of Anthropology
Western Washington University
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