June 13, 2023
To the Spratlen Inclusion and Diversity Granting committee,

Thank you for partially funding WWU Dances. We finished our activities and would like to fill
you in on the experience.

WWU DANCES

Welcoming all to build a diverse dancing community at Western Washington University
WWU Dances was an outreach / recruitment program designed specifically for this grant
opportunity, to reach high school students of color who are interested in Dance and who may
find possibility and community in college through the lens of Dance.

I began by communicating with the Washington Interscholastic Activities Association (WIAA) to
identify schools with a high percentage of students of color. From there I narrowed down the
search to schools with a vibrant Dance team community. After communicating with 10 different
schools within a reasonable driving range I arranged a one-day tour to visit two schools: Tacoma
School of the Arts and Highline High School. We offered three workshops and connected with 47
students and 2 faculty in these schools.

Western faculty Angela Sebastian and students Bethany Lynch and Cat Goto conducted the
workshops. Angela presented information on Western in general and the Department of Theatre
and Dance specifically. She offered general recruitment materials for both the University and the
Dance program and shared a presentation highlighting our offerings. Bethany talked about being
a double major — Dance and Business, studying abroad, and her involvement in the student club
environment. Cat spoke of her involvement in numerous Dance clubs on campus. Bethany and
Cat taught material from WWU’s Dance team. The three then offered a Q&A for a discussion
opportunity.

Both the students and coaches/faculty at these schools responded favorably to our program. We
have been invited back. We have also been invited to table, teach, and perform in competitions,
conferences, and workshops. Not only are these two schools and coaches interested in WWU
Dances returning, six of the other schools we initially contacted are also interested in a visit.
(Eight coaches in six other schools expressed interest in WWU Dances in the future.)

Of note, the high school students were captivated when hearing directly from the WWU students
about their college experience...hearing firsthand from current college students who have found
a community in college through Dance. This is what the arts are good at — building community.
The Dance community on campus is a big one. Bethany and Cat were able to highlight both their
involvement in the Department of Theatre and Dance and their involvement in the Dance clubs.

We feel we succeeded in meeting the guidelines and criteria of the grant, listed here:
Grant guidelines stated funded activities are to

e generate ideas, foster initiatives, and stimulate educational efforts that are tailored to the
needs of the various clubs, colleges, and constituencies at Western




e engage a broader spectrum of faculty in the work of making Western locally responsive
and globally engaged

Proposals are evaluated on how well they reflect the following criteria

e enhance the quality of teaching and learning about diversity for all students and
community members

e create a welcoming and inclusive work and learning environment where differences are
respected and valued, that offers opportunity for and supports the success of students,
staff and faculty

e improve recruitment, retention, and graduation of students and/or faculty from
historically underrepresented groups

Proposal

This program accomplishes all the above. Involvement in Dance clubs on campus is at an all-
time high. These clubs work together, build community, and offer opportunity for many to
continue doing what they love to do — Dance. Several of these students are Dance Majors or
Minors but most are not. Dance is a place for people with many interests. Dance is connection, it
is culture, it is our history and our voice, it is where people go and what many people do to
express and belong. Dance can bring people to this university, wrap them in community, and
guide them to a successful graduation.

I wrote this grant and did the legwork to see it through. I would like to see this continue. As
someone going into year 23 teaching at Western I am committed. As a half-time NTT faculty
member this is well beyond my job. I don’t have much power to realize this sort of program, but
I have all the interest and investment to make it so...I just need the support.

After this first year I highly recommend the University support this program. I am not sure
what that looks like but am willing to help figure that out.

Thank you again for this opportunity! /ﬂ W

Pam - Senior Instructor, Dance Program Advisor
and Angela, Bethany, and Cat
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Statistics collected from surveys offered to students at the two high schools:
47 surveys completed. Answers summarized below...

Do you plan on dancing after you graduate from High School?
75% YES
25% MAYBE

Do you plan on attending College?
70% YES



15% NO
15% MAYBE

If you do plan to attend college, what are you interested in studying? Some degrees
mentioned include:
Cosmetology
Music/Dance
Science
Theatre/Dance
Psychology

Business

Dance

Film/Dance

Nursing
Architecture/Dance
Cardiology

Where do you currently study dance? (High School, Studio)
85% High School only
15% studios as well

What are the barriers to you with regards to dance training? (transportation,
finances, resources, etc...)

83% Money

Other issues - transportation, resources, insecurity

On a scale from 1-10 (1 low and 10 high) how much do you know about dance
opportunities at WWU or other colleges?

Answers before workshop from 0-3

Answers after workshop from 3-10

Most students noted an increase of at least 4



