
WWU NAGPRA Advisory Committee 

Background 
The WWU NAGPRA Committee was established in Spring 2023 in response to needs identified in an 

assessment of the Archaeology collections commissioned by the Anthropology Department and the 

College of Humanities and Social Sciences and concerns raised regarding continued ability to make 

progress towards compliance with the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act 

(NAGPRA) with the retirement of Prof. Sarah K. Campbell. NAGPRA implementation is an administrative 

function of the university.  

Implementation of NAGPRA will be done consistent with the policies and procedures laid out in the Act 

in close consultation with tribal partners.  

Charge 
The WWU NAGPRA Advisory Committee will provide oversight for decisions regarding cultural affiliation 
and repatriation or disposition of Native American ancestral remains and cultural items, and overall 
implementation of NAGPRA, to include the completion of Notices of Inventory Completion (NICs) in 
accordance with NAGPRA and related Policy and Procedures. 
 
Informed by the NAGPRA Project Manager, the WWU NAGPRA Advisory Committee will communicate 
with the designated NAGPRA contact at each Tribe or agency, as well as National NAGPRA, to ensure 
that the WWU Archaeology Collections achieve and maintain full compliance with NAGPRA. 
 
With guidance from the NAGPRA Project Manager, the Advisory Committee will provide formal 
institutional responses to any requests or correspondence, including Requests for Repatriation received 
by the University in response to published Notices of Inventory Completion. 

Responsibilities 
• The WWU NAGPRA Advisory Committee will advise the Provost on implementing a proactive 

consultation effort with Native American tribes to ensure continued effective implementation of 
NAGPRA.  

 

• The NAGPRA Advisory Committee will be asked to provide input on specific NAGPRA claims as 
well as the development of WWU NAGPRA policy. 

 
The NAGPRA Project Manager will be responsible for all official contacts with Native American 
tribes, drafting Notices of Inventory Completion and overseeing their publication through the 
National NAGPRA Program, and preparing NAGPRA Policies and Procedures for consideration by 
the Committee and Provost. The University will be responsible for providing support to the 
NAGPRA Project Manager including administrative and professional development support. 

 



• The WWU NAGPRA Advisory Committee will meet monthly during the period of the contract 
with Willamette CRA for NIC completion. It will meet quarterly once the university has been 
brought into compliance with NAGPRA. 

Membership 
Chair – TBD, the position will be selected among its members by a vote of the committee itself 

Dean, CHSS, Provost’s representative –Currently Paqui Paredes  

Tribal Liaison to the President - Currently Laural Ballew 

Assistant State Attorney General or representative 

University Compliance Officer—Currently Nicole Goodman 

Anthropology Department chair – Currently Judith (Judy) Pine 

Anthropology Department representative with physical anthropology or archaeology background 

At large Faculty representative with relevant expertise to the charge of the committee (could also be the 

Tribal Relations Committee representative) 

Tribal Relations Committee representative, in addition to the President’s Liaison. 

ex officio - NAGPRA Compliance and collections management professional – hereafter NAGPRA Project 

Manager 
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